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Preface
The authors gratefully acknowledge the help of Klaas Compaan, who was our advisor during the writing of this book. He guarded us against a number of errors and
unclarities and also allowed us to publish the data for some of the new optical systems he has designed.
We received further support from Richard Berry, our editor. He invested a
great deal of time in editing the text into a consistent whole, ready for the press.
We also gratefully acknowledge the highly skilled assistance of Diane Lucas, who patiently edited the original Apple programs. She translated these programs into very convenient IBM programs that are easy to use.
The authors are indebted to the publisher, Willmann-Bell, Inc., for the excellent care bestowed on the design and production of the book.
We want also to record our gratitude to Ans Colaris, who typed and patiently
retyped our manuscript.
Finally, we wish to thank our wives, Elly and Ans, and our children, Maurice, Marie-Pauline, and Aad, for accepting the restricted social life that accompanied the preparation of this book during a period of more than a year.
HARRIE

G. J. RUTTEN

MARTIN A. M. V AN VENROOIJ

Editor's Note
With this book, Martin van Venrooij and Harrie Rutten have placed in the hands
of amateur astronomers and telescope makers both knowledge of optics and powerful tools to apply that knowledge.
This book will both arouse your curiosity and answer your questions. Why
are there so many different kinds of telescopes? What does each type have to offer? What makes one telescope better than another? Which are best? Why? What
are the tradeoffs? As a telescope buyer, you will be better informed; as a telescope
maker, you will be able to design custom optics.
Many readers will find the analyses of existing designs the most valuable
part of the book. Newtonians, Cassegrains, Maksutovs, Schmidt cameras-name
a design and you'll find it in here-are all described and analyzed so that you can
easily compare them. What's your dream telescope? This book will help you
choose it.
Others will make use of the power they now have to check, test, and analyze
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